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beaten, and Henry was master of Normandy, Many English had taken part
in this engagement: to them the victory was doubly pleasant, for they chose
to regard it as vengeance for the disaster of Serilac. Robert, who was taken
during the fighting, was thrown into prison, where he remained until he died in
1134.

There was to be little peace for Henry in Normandy. The barons of the
duchy resented his strong rule, and they consequently espoused the cause of
William the Clito, Robert's son. The new king of France, Louis VL le Cms,
lent them his support: for him it was a source of danger to have such a powerful
vassal, and it was part of his policy to increase the power of the French
crown at the expense of Normandy. Luck and skilful diplomacy, however,
strengthened Henry's position, Robert of Belleme was captured in 1112 ; in
the following year Henry and Louis came to terms at Gisors, when the French
king openly recognised Henry's claims to Belleme, Maine, and Brittany ; in
1114 came the marriage of Henry's daughter Matilda to the Emperor Henry V.,
which brought added lustre to the English king's fame ; and early in 1120 the
heir to England's throne was betrothed to Matilda, the daughter of Fulk of
Anjou, who had been until then a supporter of the Clito's cause. Later in the
same year on the plain of Brenn6ville Henry completely routed a force under
Louis VL, Baldwin of Flanders and William the Clito, and sent them headlong
into Les Andelys. Louis, who had thus violated the treaty of Gisors made
seven years earlier, retaliated with a raid into Normandy; but it achieved
nothing; and recognising that he was no match for Henry he appealed to Pope
Calixtus IL, before whom he laid complaints against the English king. The
pope mediated between the two monarchs, and eventually peace was made.
It was a victory for Henry, for although the basis of the settlement was the
status quo ante bellum, Louis allowed the young Prince William to do homage*
for the lands which would one day be his; and by this act the French kinfj
repudiated the Clito's claims.

In the hour of his triumph the fates dealt Henry a cruel blow. A drunken
pilot ran La Blanche Nef, or the White Ship, on <i rock off the Norman roast, and
all on board except a butcher from Rouen were drowned. She was the vessel
in which Prince William and his young friends were returning to England, and
stored within her hull was the royal treasure. For a whole day none dared to
tell the king of his loss. At last the young son of Count Theobald was chosen
for the task which none of his elders had the courage to perform ; and when
he stuttered out the awful news Henry fell insensible to the ground. His plans
were shattered; the Clito was now his heir.

, He would cheat the fates yet. Matilda, his queen, had died in 1117 ; but
he would take another wife; and with the advice of his councillors Henry chose as
his second queen Adda, the daughter of Godfrey VII. Count of Louvata. The